
City Council 
February 18, 2026 

5:30 pm 
 

The Atlantic City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers at City Hall with Mayor Clausen 
presiding.  Upon roll call, the following were present:  Mayor Clausen, Ward 1 Council Kennedy, Ward 2 
Council Behrens, Ward 3 Council McDermott, Ward 4 Council Sarsfield, Ward 5 Council Halder, At Large 
Council Otte, At Large Council Butler.  City Engineer Dave Sturm, City Administrator Lund, and City 
Coordinator McEntaffer were also present.  Absent:  None. 
 
Motion by Sarsfield; second by McDermott to approve agenda.  All ayes.  Motion carried.                         
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Behrens; second by Butler to approve Consent Agenda as follows:  Minutes of the February 4, 
2026 City Council Meeting; Alcohol License renewals for Dollar General #111 and Your Forte and bills 
totaling $53,738.57.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
Public Forum – None. 
 
Connie Briles was appointed to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 
City Administrator Lund spoke regarding the proposed plan for the FY 2027 Budget and the property tax 
levies. 
 
Lund discussed prioritizing the parks and the possibility of hiring a Park & Recreation Director.  Park & 
Recreation Advisory Chairman Kevin Ferguson added that there is always more room for improvement 
and that hiring a director would move the parks in a positive direction. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve the posting of a Parks & Recreation Director 
position.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Lund presented part of the FY27 Budget, specifically compensation adjustments.  Lund was firm on 3% 
raises for staff with no exceptions.  The council had no questions and no discussion was held. 
 
Motion by Behrens; second by Halder to approve Resolution #11-26 “Approving the Proposed Tax Levy 
for FY 2027.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: None.   
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Butler; second by Sarsfield to approve Resolution #12-26 “Setting a Public Hearing for the 
Proposed Maximum Property Tax Levy for Fiscal Year 2027 to be Held on April 1, 2026, at 5:00 pm.”  
Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Kennedy; second by Halder to approve Resolution #13-26 “Approving Sunnyside Swimming 
Pool Fees and Applicability Provisions.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, 
Butler.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Sarsfield; second by Halder to approve Resolution #14-26 “Amending the City of Atlantic 
Personnel Policy Handbook, Series 400, Code 401 to Provide a Health Insurance Waiver Incentive 
through a 401(a) Plan for Eligible Employees.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, 
Otte, Butler.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve the First Reading of Ordinance #1064 “An 
Ordinance Allowing Non-Iowa Residents to Be Hired and Employed as Part-Time and Reserve Officers for 
the City of Atlantic, Iowa.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Kennedy; second by Behrens to Waive the Statutory Rule Requiring Separate Readings and 
Approve the Second and Third Readings of Ordinance #1064.  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, 
Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Sarsfield; second by McDermott to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance #1064 “An 
Ordinance Allowing Non-Iowa Residents to Be Hired and Employed as Part-Time and Reserve Officers for 
the City of Atlantic, Iowa.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Butler; second by Otte to approve the Third and Final Adoption of Ordinance #1064 “An 
Ordinance Allowing Non-Iowa Residents to Be Hired and Employed as Part-Time and Reserve Officers for 
the City of Atlantic, Iowa.”  Ayes: Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Otte, Butler.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 
City Administrator Lund reported that April 1, 2026 there will be two Council meetings held that night.  
The first meeting at 5:00 pm for the Public Hearing for the Proposed Maximum Property Tax Levy for FY 
2027 and the regular session will begin at 5:30 pm.  It was also reported that Meals on Wheels will 
receive an additional $2500/year (#10,000 total) to help cover the increased cost of the meals. 
 
Mayor Clausen gave kudos to the Personnel and Finance Department for getting a City Clerk hired.  
Clausen also announced that the next meeting will be held on March 11th instead of the 4th to encourage 
members of the council to attend the Local Leaders event at the Capitol. 
 
City Council Reports 
Kennedy – Chamber & AMU;  Behrens – None;  McDermott – Library;  Sarsfield – Airport & Personnel & 
Finance;  Halder – None; Otte – Healthy Cass, Planning & Zoning, United First Aid, Meals on Wheels & 
CADCO; Butler – Cemetery. 
 
Motion by Sarsfield; second by Behrens to adjourn at 6:21 p.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next meeting MARCH 11TH, 2026. 
 
 

 ________________________________ 
          Rob Clausen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
 Amanda McEntaffer, City Coordinator 


