City Council
September 6, 2023
5:30 pm

The Atlantic City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers at City Hall with Mayor Garrett
presiding. Upon roll call, the following were present: Council members: Behrens, Otte, Sisco, McCurdy,
Hartkopf, Halder and Brink; City Administrator Lund, Engineer Sturm, and City Clerk Barrick. Absent:
None.

Motion by McCurdy; second by Sisco to approve agenda as posted. All ayes. Motion carried.
All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by Brink; second by Hartkopf to approve consent agenda as follows: Minutes of the August 16,
2023 City Council meeting; tax abatement application for 2002 Pine Ridge Drive; Class C retail alcohol
license with outdoor service area for The Corner Shelf; and bills totaling $136,750.32. All ayes. Motion
carried.

Public Forum: Bev Moffat shared concerns regarding the fire sprinkler system mandate from the State
Fire Marshal at her building on Poplar Street. Roger Steffens indicated how pleased he was with Jeff
Christensen’s help and assistance regarding a recent private event at Sunnyside Park; he feels that the
city does not need a park & rec director.

At 5:37 p.m., Mayor Garrett opened the public hearing for the Status of Funded Activities for the CDBG
Upper Story Housing Project. Tammy DeBord, SWIPCO Grants Specialist Ill, gave an update regarding
the activities of the grant. Motion by Sisco; second by Behrens to close the public hearing at 5:41

p.m. All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by Behrens; second by McCurdy to close selected streets on Friday, September 15, 2023 from
2:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the Atlantic homecoming parade. All ayes. Motion carried.

At 5:42 p.m., Mayor Garrett opened the public hearing for the sale of city-owned real estate in Atlantic,
lowa. There were no comments. Motion by Otte; second by Halder to close the public hearing at 5:43
p.m. All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by McCurdy; second by Sisco to approve Resolution #40-23 “APPROVING THE SALE OF CITY-
OWNED REAL ESTATE IN ATLANTIC, IOWA.” Ayes: McCurdy, Hartkopf, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens,
Sisco. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Sisco; second by Hartkopf to approve second reading of Ordinance #1038 “AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTIC, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMPENSATION.” Ayes: Sisco, McCurdy, Hartkopf, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens.
Nays: None. Motion carried.

Motion by McCurdy; second by Halder to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1039
“DISCONTINUING THE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD AND DELETING CHAPTER 24 ‘PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD.” Ayes: McCurdy, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco. Nays: Hartkopf.
Motion carried.



Motion by Brink; second by Halder to waive the rules and proceed with the second and third readings of
Ordinance #1039. All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by McCurdy; second by Halder to approve the second reading of Ordinance #1039 “BY
DISCONTINUING THE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD AND DELETING CHAPTER 24 ‘PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD.” Ayes: McCurdy, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco. Nays: Hartkopf. Motion
carried.

Motion by McCurdy; second by Behrens to approve the third reading of Ordinance #1039 “BY
DISCONTINUING THE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD AND DELETING CHAPTER 24 ‘PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD.” Ayes: McCurdy, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco. Nays: Hartkopf. Motion
carried.

Motion by Brink; second by McCurdy to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1040 “ADDING
CHAPTER 24 THERETO ENTITLED ‘PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION.”” Discussion
followed with Brink restating his motion to include approval of the first reading of Ordinance #1040 with
the addition of three one-year terms and two two-year terms for the formation of the commission as
well as clarification of Section 23.03(4). McCurdy made the second. Roll call vote: Brink, Otte, Behrens,
Sisco, McCurdy, Hartkopf, Halder. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brink; second by McCurdy to approve the federal purchase policy. All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by Behrens; second by McCurdy to approve the development agreement with Whitney
Development Corporation. All ayes. Motion carried.

City Administrator Lund reported: Budget actuals done; still working on job descriptions and personnel
policies; Beautification Committee meeting next week; Capital Planning and Union Negotiations this fall;
due to League of Cities Conference, the next council meeting will be September 19,

Mayor Garrett thanked city staff for working outside in extreme heat over the last couple of weeks. She
thanked Chief Hogue and Jason O’Brien for a successful Bash at the Ballfields. She added that she is
hearing more and more positive comments from public that are seeing things happening; there are a lot
of positives. When we work together we can make things successful. She then thanked the citizens for
working together.

Council Reports: Otte Chamber, Trails, Beautification, Emergency Management Task Force; Behrens-Fire
Dept; Sisco -Trails, Emergency Management Task Force, Public Safety, AMU; McCurdy-Landfill; Hartkopf-
YMCA; Halder- Beautification; Brink- Beautification.

Council Member Halder read a text message he had received from someone that was dissatisfied with
the way the City was handling some things. Halder responded by saying nothing ever stays the same;
we have to embrace change and just give it a chance. Nobody is going to change it by themselves; it
takes a village; citizens need to get involved. He then addressed Moffat stating that he heard her pain
regarding sprinkler systems.

Motion by Halder; second by Sisco to adjourn at 6:34 p.m. All ayes. Motion carried.



Grace Garrett, Mayor

ATTEST:
Barb Barrick, City Clerk




