
 
City Council 

February 6, 2024 
5:30 pm 

 
The Atlantic City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers at City Hall with Mayor Garrett 
presiding.  Upon roll call, the following were present:  Mayor Garrett, Ward 1 Council Kennedy, Ward 2 
Council Behrens, Ward 3 Council McDermott, Ward 4 Council Sarsfield, Ward 5 Council Halder, At Large 
Council Brink, At Large Council Otte, Engineer Dave Sturm, City Administrator Lund, City Clerk Barrick.  
Absent:  None. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Behrens to approve agenda.  All ayes.  Motion carried.                         
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Otte to approve consent agenda as follows:  Minutes of the January 17, 
2024, City Council meeting; Minutes of the January 18, 2024 Special City Council Meeting; Minutes of 
the January 24, Special/Workshop City Council Meeting; Minutes of the January 25, 2024 Special city 
Council Meeting; Tree Trimmer Permit for AA Tree  Service; December Clerk and Budget Reports; and 
bills totaling $60,341.80.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Forum: Scott Bennett was present to voice his support for the splashpad project and praise the 
fundraising committee for its efforts.  He urged the City Council to commit the remaining funds to finish 
the project. 
 
Fire Chief Tom Cappel was present to discuss the Fire Department’s immediate need for sixteen Air 
Paks. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by McDermott to approve the purchase of sixteen air paks.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Ali Pieken and Jeremy Butler from the splashpad fundraising committee were present to give an 
updated report of their fundraising status and to present a letter from a local bank for the Council to 
review for a low-interest loan.  They also requested that the Council commit to $121,184.22 for the 
Enhance Iowa Community Attraction and Tourism Grant application.  Butler commented that the 
committee was planning to continue to raise funds until the finish line. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by McDermott to approve Resolution #05-24 “A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A SPLASH PAD AND ITS ONGOING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE BY THE CITY OF 
ATLANTIC.”  Ayes: Brink, Otte, Kennedy, Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder.  Nays: None.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Otte to approve Resolution #03-24 “ALLOCATING THE ALLIANT 
ENERGY GAS FRANCHISE FEE FOR FISCAL YEARS 2024 AND 2025.”  Ayes: McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, 
Brink, Otte, Kennedy, Behrens.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Engineer Dave Sturm explained that bids will be due on February 29th for the project.  Motion by 
Behrens; second by Sarsfield to approve Resolution #04-24 “AUTHORIZING BIDS FOR 2024 SANITARY 



SEWER REHABILITATION.”  Ayes: Behrens, McDermott, Sarsfield, Halder, Brink, Otte, Kennedy.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report: Been working on budget requests and union negotiations.  Scheduling budget 
workshop and Personnel and Finance Committee for February 8th. 
 
Mayors report: No report, but Mayor advised the city to move forward and keep its eyes on the goal. 
 
Council Reports: Otte-Personnel & Finance, Retail Coach, EMS, United First Aid, CADCO; Kennedy- AMU, 
Park & Rec; Behrens- Cass Co 911, Cass Co Public Safety, Cass Co Emergency Management; McDermott- 
Park & Rec, Library Board; Brink- YMCA. 
 
Council Member McDermott thanked Public Works Director for the recent snow removal. 
 
Motion by Otte; second by Kennedy to enter Exempt Session Pursuant to Iowa Code Section 20.17(3) 
Providing for the Strategy Meetings of Public Employers for Collective Bargaining. All ayes.  Motion 
carried.  Council entered exempt session at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Motion by Beherns; second by Halder to end Exempt Session.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Motion by 
Brink; second by Kennedy to re-enter open session.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Council re-entered open 
session at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Motion by Behrens; second by Halder to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 

 ________________________________ 
      Grace N. Garrett, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
 Barb Barrick, City Clerk 


