
 
City Council 

December 6, 2023 
5:30 pm 

 
The Atlantic City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers at City Hall with Mayor Garrett 
presiding.  Upon roll call, the following were present:  Mayor Garrett, Ward 1 Council Behrens, Ward 2 
Council Sisco, Ward 3 Council McCurdy, Ward 4 Council Hartkopf, Ward 5 Council Halder, At Large 
Council Brink, At Large Council Otte, City Administrator Lund, City Clerk Barrick.   
 
Motion by McCurdy; second by Behrens to approve agenda as posted.  All ayes.  Motion carried.                        
 
Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Hartkopf to approve consent agenda as follows:  Minutes of the November 
15, 2023, City Council meeting; Class C Retail Alcohol – Nishna Hills Golf Course; and bills totaling 
$220,495.07.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Forum: Shawn Macha was present to discuss his opposition to the proposed conditional use 
permit to be considered by the Board of Adjustment next week. 
 
Mayor Garrett administered the Oath of Office to Officer Nicholas Whipple. 
 
Steve Tjepkes, AMU General manager presented an overview of the CY2024 budget – no rate increases 
planned for 2024.  AMY recently received the National Excellence in Reliability Award.  Motion by 
McCurdy; second by Brink to approve Resolution #54-23 “APPROVAL OF THE CY 2024 BUDGET FOR 
ATLANTIC MUNICIPAL UTILITIES.”  Ayes: McCurdy, Hartkopf, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco.  Nays: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 
Michelle Andersen presented the Atlantic Public Library’s 2023 Annual Report. 
 
Motion by Otte; second by Hartkopf to appoint Emily Krengel to the Board of Adjustment.  All ayes. 
Motion carried. 
 
Jeremy Butler was present to update the council on the splashpad fundraising efforts.  Motion by Brink;                  
second by Halder to authorize Snyder & Associates to proceed with the design and bidding process for 
the Atlantic Splash Park Project.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Halder to approve Resolution #55-23 “CLOSING THE INCLUSIVE 
PLAYGROUND FUND AND TRANSFERRING THE FUND BALANCE TO THE SPLASH PARK FUND.”  Ayes: 
Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco, McCurdy, Hartkopf, Halder.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Hartkopf; second by Behrens to approve the third reading of Ordinance #1041 “AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANIC, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 21.03 OF CHAPTER 
21 ENTITILED ‘CITY ADMINISTRATOR’.”  Ayes: Hartkopf, Halder, Brink, Otte, Behrens, Sisco, McCurdy.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by McCurdy; second by Hartkopf to approve the administrative Assistance contract addendum 
for Contract CDBG #21-HSG-003 (Weresh Upper Story) project.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Hartkopf to appoint Shawn Shouse to the Board of Adjustment.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report: Dec-Feb going to be busy and more compressed than usual.  HF 718 has brought 
work usually done in December to a halt.  Union Negotiations to start in January; would like to have 
tentative agreement by February in order to include in budget.  Planning & Zoning and Board of 
Adjustment meetings this month and next.  Possible Comprehensive Plan updates in January.  Couple of 
Personnel & Finance Committee meetings.  Not a lot of room to squeeze in new initiatives in the budget.  
Ideally in March will address long-term planning, Council goal planning and how we can get Atlantic back 
on a growth trajectory.   
 
Mayors report: Had a beautiful evening for the Lighted Parade and Festival of trees; both were 
successful; may have had the biggest turn out.   Reminder to property owners to keep sidewalks clear of 
ice and snow.  
 
Mayor Garrett then asked Eric Johnson to talk about United First Aid for Cass County; Cass County was 
one of three counties awarded a grant to implement this initiative from the Lt. Governor.  Johnson 
announced that as of today, Cass County is officially live (the first of the three counties that were 
awarded grants); we have 13 volunteers with a goal of 30. Volunteers are notified via a phone app that 
uses GPS to determine the volunteer’ location.   
 
City Council Reports:  Otte- Emergency Management Task Force, Retail Coach; Behrens – Fire 
Department, Cass County Public Safety; Sisco- Cass County Public Safety, Emergency Management, 
AMU, Nishna Valley Trails; Hartkopf- YMCA; Halder-Landfill. 
 
Council Member Halder reminded citizen to please remove cars from the streets when it snows so that 
the street department can plow.    
 
Motion by Halder; second by Behrens  to go into closed session under Iowa Code 21.5(1)(c) to discuss 
strategy with Counsel in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent where its 
disclosure would be likely to prejudice or disadvantage the position of the governmental body in that 
litigation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Council entered closed session at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Motion by Otte; second by Behrens to return to open session.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Council re-
entered open session at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Motion by Sisco; second by Otte to approve actions discussed in closed session.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried.                      . 
 
Motion by Halder; second by Behrens to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 

 ________________________________ 
      Grace N. Garrett, Mayor 



 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
 Barb Barrick, City Clerk 


