
 

CITY OF ATLANTIC COUNCIL MEETING 
May 7, 2025 

5:30 PM 
 
Atlantic City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers at City Hall with Mayor Garrett presiding. 
Council members present were Kennedy (Ward 1), Behrens (Ward 2), McDermott (Ward 3), Sarsfield (Ward 4), 
Halder (Ward 5), Brink (At-Large), and Otte (At-Large). Absent: None.  
Also present: City Administrator Lund. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve agenda. All ayes: motion passed.  
 
Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Brink; second by Otte to approve consent agenda as follows:  

Minutes of April 16, 2025, City Council Meeting 
Bills: $415,073.81 

All ayes: motion passed. 
 
Public Forum.  

Tracee Knapp, Constituent Services Representative for US Congressman Zach Nunn. Knapp is based in 
Creston and helps residents of Nunn’s district interact with the federal government. She said that her office can help 
find grants and get responses, even from the IRS.   
 
Motion by Kennedy; second by Otte to approve Order to Appoint Alisha Wagner to the Board of Adjustment. All 
ayes: motion passed. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Sarsfield to approve Order to Appoint Steve Wallingford to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission. All ayes: motion passed. 

Discussion and Order Regarding Request for Chickens at 201 East 6th Street. Brink said that the City has an 
ordinance prohibiting keeping fowl inside the city limits. Request was denied by Council consensus. 

Motion by Behrens; second by Kennedy to approve Order to Close Selected Streets on Saturday, August 9, 2025, 
for AtlanticFest 2025 Starting at 5:00 A.M. and Ending at 6:00 P.M. All ayes: motion passed. 

Motion by McDermott; second by Behrens to approve Resolution #36-25 “Setting Supplemental Pay and Benefit 
Schedules for Street and Wastewater Department Employees.” There will be no change in wages. This resolution 
was reviewed by Personnel & Finance. Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve Resolution #37-25 “Setting Compensation and Review 
Authority for the Part-Time Police Secretary Dispatcher Position.” This resolution was reviewed by Personnel & 
Finance. Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 
Motion by Otte; second by Brink to approve Resolution #38-25 “Establishing Access and Signatory Authorization 
to City Financial Accounts.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Behrens to approve Resolution #39-25 “Resolution of Support for the Vision Atlantic 
WorkForce Housing Tax Credit Application.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve Resolution #40-25 “Ratifying Bond Purchase Agreement, 
Providing for the Issuance of General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025B and Providing for the 
Levy of Taxes to Pay the Same.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 
Motion by Brink; second by Behrens to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1050 “Amending the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, By Adding Section 69.08(107) of Chapter 69 Entitled ‘Parking Regulations: 
No Parking on 10th Street from Locust Street to the East Alley on the North side of the Road.’” Motion unanimously 
passed by roll call vote. 
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1051 “Amending the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, by Amending Speed Regulations, Section 63.04 of the City Code: Reducing 



 

the Speed Limit from 35 mph to 25 mph on Chestnut Street from 29th Street to the Southern City Limits.” Motion 
unanimously passed by roll call vote.  
 
Motion by Behrens; second by Halder to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1052 “Amending the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, by Amending Section 65.01 of Chapter 65 Entitled ‘Stop Required’: Adding 
a Four-Way Stop Sign at 29th Street and Palm Street.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 
Presentation and Discussion by Atlantic Police Chief Devin Hogue on Strategies to Enhance Public Safety for 
Families on the South Side of Atlantic Utilizing Speed Controls.  

In response to a citizen request, the Community Protection Committee/CPC, in consultation with Hogue and 
Public Works Director Knudsen, recommended these ordinance changes. The demographics around the Country 
Club have changed recently so there are around 30 elementary-aged children living in the neighborhood. There are 
no sidewalks south of 22nd Street and the roads are narrow and have elevated speed limits. But since then, Hogue 
has reconsidered and recommends slight changes to two of the ordinances. Otte would like to consider installing 
sidewalks in that area.   
 
Motion by McDermott; second by Behrens to amend Ordinance 1053 by striking the words “700 block of West 
29th” and replacing them with “Palm Street.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. Motion by McDermott; 
second by Halder to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1053 “Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Atlantic, Iowa, by Amending Speed Regulations, Section 63.04 of the City Code: Reducing the Speed Limit on 
29th Street from 35 mph to 25 mph from Chestnut Street to the 700 Block of West 29th Palm Street” as amended. 
Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

Motion by McDermott; second by Sarsfield to amend Ordinance 1054 by striking the words “Sunnyside Lane” and 
replacing them with “the 700 block of West 29th Street.” Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. Motion by 
McDermott; second by Kennedy to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1054 “Amending the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, by Amending Speed Regulations, Section 63.04 of the City Code: Reducing 
the Speed Limit from 50 mph to 35 mph on 29th Street Between Palm Street and Sunnyside Lane the 700 block of 
West 29th Street” as amended. Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

Motion by Behrens; second by Kennedy to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 1055 “Amending the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, by Amending Speed Regulations, Section 63.04 of the City Code: Reducing 
the Speed Limit to 35 mph on 22nd Street between Palm Street and Chestnut Street.” Motion unanimously passed 
by roll call vote. 

Administrator’s Report.  
Lund met with Speaker of the House Pat Grassley and others to discuss the proposals for property tax 

reform in Iowa. The Council received a thank you note from Vision Atlantic for supporting the project.  
 
Mayor’s Report.  

Bull Creek: ISU student team brought excellent suggestions. She recommended the City take advantage of 
their planning work and move forward with remediation. The mayor clarified that the public art mural project this 
summer is funded by ISU not the City. The city-wide cleanup went very well. Big thanks to those crews.  

City Council Reports. 

• Kennedy: Beautification Committee discussed the ISU mural project. 

• Behrens: CPC. Personnel & Finance. Fire Dept: working to resolve problem with air masks cracking.  

• McDermott: Community Protection Committee. Beautification. 

• Halder: Landfill: 29 loads from citywide cleanup, then 27. YMCA: 16 contractors responded to RFQ for the 
Y renovation project. Facing decision of what to do with the row of houses: move or demolish?  

• Otte: PFC: Approved Fire Dept purchasing pagers; donating 5 pool passes for Atlantic Adventure Pass; 
splitting cost of a field drag with Little League; met with the Parks & Rec Advisory Board to clarify policies.  

• Brink: Landfill. PFC. CADCO: Casey’s bought Waspy’s in Audubon and Templeton and land at the interstate. 
Beautification: cleanup; flagpoles at entrances to the community; trim downtown trees this fall after the 
street project.  

 
The next City Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 21st, 2025. 
 
Motion by Sarsfield; second by Kennedy to adjourn at 6:17 pm. All ayes. 
 



 

 
_________________________________ 

          Grace N. Garrett, Mayor 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
        Laura McLean, City Clerk 
 

 


